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fishers, are beautiful birds of green, blue
and russet with graduated tails bare
about an inch above the extremitie~,

forming racket-shaped tips. The bird
itself preens off the barbs. Motmots
are found in the deep forests or dense
thkkets, often sitting in one. place for
a long time.

A fairly common bird in woods and
undergrowth fS .the squirrel cuckoo,
somewhat likel the widely distributed
long-tailed members of the family.

A slow, melancholy call, like a whistle
of variations is heMd in the savannas.
It is the northern striped cuckoo, called
"ties pesos" by the Panamanians. These
birds call to· each other bv the hour
bringing music to the o·pen fields.
Where there are cattle, the tick bird
or "garrapatero" is surely to be found
as he feeds on insects on cattle.

Toucan
A frog-like croak which may be heard

more than half a mile across the open
comes from. one of the most striking
and distinctive of aU tropical biTds­
the toucan, a large jungle bird. It has
an enormous, slightly curved yellowish
green bill, nearly as long as its body
and very thick. The brightly colored
toucan roosts· in holes in trees and feeds
on fruit.

A favorite of bird watchers and non­
birders too, is the family of parrots rep­
resented by several species on the Isth­
mus including parrakeets and macaws.

Their plumage is highly colored and
variegated, with green being the pre­
dominant color. Parrots are noisy birds
with harsh voices and usually nest in
hollow trees,· the large species inhabit­
ing the deep forest. They remain quiet
during t~e day but· can be heard
squawking earl:' in the morning and
hefore dark.

Showiest Parrot
The macaw, the large, magnificent,

blue and yellow or scarlet bird, is the
showiest member ~f the parrot family.
It has a powerful hooked beak which
it uses to crack palm nuts and is ex­
tremeh' noisy. Fairlv common, macaws
are uSlmlly seen in' pairs and frequent
the tops of trees.

One of the most common and widely
distributed birds of the Isthmus is the
parrakeet. Watchers may observe the
orange-chinned parrakeet at sunset go­
ing from tree to tree keeping up a shrill
chattering as it feeds. The Veragua
parrakeet is apple green passing to
bluish green on top of his head with
greenish blue wings, yellowish below.
The bill is horn color. The smaller "pe­
rico" is bright yellowish green with a
patch of bright orange on his chin and
upper throat. These beautiful little crea­
tures are often caught and sold as cage
pets. -,

Panama, host to many species common
to both North and South America be­
sides its own particular birds, offers a
veritable field dav to bird watchers.
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